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MISSION STATEMENT

The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments, and international organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

COMMUNITY AND SERVICE IN MYP
Aims of Community & Service

Community and service enables students to increase their awareness and understanding of the world around them by providing them with first-hand experience. Through CS students become aware of their roles and their responsibilities as members of various communities, from the immediate family and school environment to the world at large. Students should develop a personal value system in order to guide their own lives as thoughtful members of local communities and the larger world.

Community and service fosters an altruistic attitude and it should provide students an insight into different social patterns and ways of life. Furthermore it gives the opportunity of participating directly in activities outside the school, encouraging responsible and caring participation locally as well as globally. 

This area of interaction also aims to encourage empathy and respect that can lead to deeper understanding. Engaging students in positive action and contact with other social and cultural environments can enrich them emotionally, socially, morally and culturally. 
Community and service should also help students progress from a sense of «I» to a sense of «we».

IB Learner Profiles

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing our common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers- They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Thinkers- They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to pose and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators- They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Risk takers- They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Knowledgeable- They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In doing so, they acquire in- depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Principled- They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Caring- They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

Open-minded- They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Balanced- They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective- They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.
In grades 9 and 10 (MYP 4 and MYP 5), students should take a responsible role in community, performing various services and activities for the benefit of the community. 

In our school community and service is an integral part of the programme, present in the curriculum as well as in whole–school activities. Students of year 4 and 5 of MYP are asked to perform various activities and services in school as well as outside the school, both individually and in small groups. Sometimes the entire class perform some of the local community services.

When thinking about community and service the following questions should be posed: 

How do we live in relation to each other?

How can I contribute to the community?

How can I help others? 
How can I make a difference? 

COMMUNITY AND SERVICE
 Student learning expectations

AOI-Community and service considers how a student engages with his or her immediate family, classmates and friends in the outside world as a member of these communities. Through effective planning and teaching, students can learn about their place within communities and be motivated to act in a new context.

Using all of the areas of interaction (Approaches to learning /ATL/, Community and service, Health and social education, Environments, Human ingenuity) as contexts for learning gives teachers a great opportunity to engage students with environmental, health and community issues of sustainability that affect students today, and how humans can solve the problems for the future.

The areas of interaction:

• give meaning to what is learned through the exploration of real-world issues

• provide the contexts for the MYP fundamental concepts and the IB learner profile, which underpin the philosophy of the programme

• encourage higher-order thinking skills to deepen understanding

• provide a framework for student inquiry

• can help students develop positive attitudes and a sense of personal and social responsibility

• engage students in reflection to better understand themselves as learners

• can lead students from academic knowledge to thoughtful action

• contribute to an interdisciplinary approach to learning

• provide a common language for constructing and organizing the curriculum.

The MYP programme model places the learner at its centre. The next level represents the area of interaction-Community and service, including the place and role of the student in communities, from the immediate family and school environment to the world at large. 
The IB mission statement stresses that its concern extends beyond intellectual achievement: 
· students should develop a personal value system that guides their own lives as thoughtful and active members of local and global communities

· students should become responsible citizens
· students should be encouraged to make connections between their intellectual and social development and the benefits that they can bring to the community, as well as the benefits the community can bring to them 
· students should discover the social reality of self, others and community. 
Community and service (area of interaction) fosters the affective, creative, ethical and cognitive development of the adolescent. It also supports the fundamental concept of intercultural awareness, which aims to encourage empathy and respect that can lead to deeper understanding. 
Engaging students in positive action and contact with other social and cultural environments can enrich them emotionally, socially, morally and culturally. 
Community and service should take into consideration student learning expectations in terms of:

· community awareness and understanding

· involvement through service

· reflection

Students will be able to answer the following questions:  

· What is community?

· How are communities different /similar? 

· What makes a community?

· What is my role in a community?

· How can I contribute to a community (school, local, wider)? 

· What responsibilities does a community have to the individual and their individual needs?
· What are my responsibilities and individual needs in a community? 

· Should I make a difference?

· How can I make a difference? 

· How can I help others?

· How do various organisations help? List the ones which exist locally and how they can be contacted in order to work with them?

The students will be involved in terms of:

· community involvement—including types of involvement, effects on communities at various levels, personal involvement

· being an active contributor—including showing willingness and the skills to respond to the needs of others, coming up with solutions to actively resolve issues within communities

· engage with their community in various ways, apply the skills they have learnt, to respond to the needs of the others create solutions to actively resolve issues within a community

They will be able to reflect on and evaluate:
· attitudes—including reflection upon different social patterns and ways of life, showing initiative

· responsibilities—including the ethical implications of activity or inactivity within the community

· personal strengths and limitations to enhance communities

· ethical implications of activity/inactivity within a community

· opportunities for individuals to contribute to the community and argue for/against how various social patterns and ways of life shape the individual within a community

· assess the impact of their actions on the community in which they are involved

FROM AWARENESS TO INVOLVEMENT in 3 STEPS (our school’s hand-out for students)
1. Detect the problem–Find the problem or the situation where you could help and talk about it with your friends, family, teachers and your C&S leader.

2. Plan your initiative-What needs to be done? Collect the information you need. Make a plan of your action. You should decide if it would be better to do it individually or in a group and justify your choice/s.  
Write down the plan in you C&S journal and give it to your C&S leader to check and approve of your ideas.
3. Action!–What can I do? How is my involvement helping me develop? 

You should use all your talents as well as techniques developed at school to fulfill your expectations. It could take some time, it will not be always easy, but do not give up!

Student learning expectations include:
1. community awareness and understanding of:

How does this unit apply to my communities? What impact does my community have on the content of this unit? Which communities does this unit affect?
· the concept of community—including what “community” means, how communities are different and how they are similar, what makes a community 

· individuals in communities—including the role of the individual, the needs of the individual, the responsibilities of communities to their members

· different communities—including the various forms of community, the needs of different communities, the issues within the communities, organizations within communities

2. reflection on:

 How can my learning help my communities? How can my communities help me learn? What should I do?
· attitudes—including reflection upon different social patterns and ways of life, showing initiative

· responsibilities—including the ethical implications of activity or inactivity within the community, using personal strengths to enhance communities, identifying personal strengths and limitations

3. involvement through service in terms of:

What needs to be done? What can I do? How is my involvement helping me develop?

· community involvement—including types of involvement, effects on communities at various levels, personal involvement

· being an active contributor—including showing willingness and the skills to respond to the needs of others, coming up with solutions to actively resolve issues within communities

FROM AWARENESS TO INVOLVEMENT

Through the curriculum and school activities outside the classroom, students are given opportunities to develop awareness or different communities and their needs.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT WORKS THROUGH SERVICE IN TERMS OF:
· Types of involvement 
· Personal involvement
· Being an active contributor 
· Coming up with solution to actively resolve issues in community
(school, local, other) 
Social awareness should develop into social involvement, where student displays increasing levels of responsibility and initiative. Our school encourages students to use talents and skills developed at school outside the school. The students should become actively engaged in service activities, individually and in groups.

REFLECTION 

Reflection is an essential part of CS. It should be part of the students' experience, as it encourages better awareness of needs as well as the quality of response.

Students should ask themselves the following questions:

· How can my learning help my communities?

· How can my communities help me learn?

· What should I do? 

It helps students:
· develop positive attitudes, showing initiative

· become aware of ethical implications of activity or inactivity within the community 

· become aware of personal strengths and limitations

In order to monitor the quality of CS at the school level as well as follow the ongoing process of reflection, allowing formative assessment of student action all students are required to keep a journal/record of activities/services performed. (See Appendix 2)

After completing an activity, either as part of school curriculum or an individual activity/service outside the school students will have to complete C&S reflection sheet and turn it in to C&S leader. (See Appendix 1)

XV. gimnazija uses these formative assessment tools to arrive at a decision on whether a student has met the requirements of service at the end of the school year.

COMMUNITY AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES IN AND OUTSIDE OUR SCHOOL

· participating in school organized C&S activities
· tutoring peers in various subjects
· participating in various humanitarian activities/events organized outside the school locally such as Terry Fox run, Walking to Health, ZegeVege festival, various events organized locally ‘Maksimir, my community’ at Švarcova street
· participating in various humanitarian activities/events organized inside the school (Peace Day, Earth Day, Water Day…)
· visiting handicapped and abandoned children at Nazorova street 
· visiting children in the Kindergarten Little Star
· visiting elderly people
· money raising for various causes (at Christmas time)
· museum visits 
· collaboration with Volonterski centar Zagreb and Animal friends Croatia
· collaboration with parents 
· collaboration with teachers and IB DIP Students
All MYP Students have to choose ONE activity/service to perform during the entire school year.
Also, MYP Students have to perform/participate in other SHORT TERMS ACTIVITIES (workshops, presentations…).
IMPORTANT: All MYP Students have to remember that C&S activities should be meaningful and lead to reflection and self-development. 

With the guidance of the school, you are given the opportunity to choose your own activity as appropriate.  

6 major services regarding either:
ANIMALS FRIENDS CROATIA 

CHILDREN WITHOUT PARENTS-Nazorova 49
HOME FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE: “Maksimir” Elderly Dormitory-Hegedušićeva 20 and 

                                                          “Medveščak” Elderly Dormitory-Iblerov trg 8

VISITING CHILDREN IN “LITTLE STAR” KINDERGARTEN–Anglo-American Playschool of Zagreb-Petrova 119
VISITING DISABLED STUDENTS in “Centar za odgoj djece i omladine”Špoljarov prilaz bb in Dubrava
“MAKSIMIR MY COMMUNITY” –Švarcova 18-helping families in the nearby community

VOLUNTEERS’ CENTRE ZAGREB-Ilica 29, Zagreb

Examples of some C&S at the school:

· 3-4 students at the library 

· 4 students (one from each class) to be responsible for the content of the MYP section on school web site-once a week–supervisor Mr Wendling

· 3-4 students help in organizing the Xmas party-writing posters/invitations for students/ teachers/parents, collecting toys for donations/other-supervisor Ms Selišek Butina

· 4 students (one from each class) informing other students about C&S, providing relevant information and being contact persons between students and C&S coordinator Ms Selišek Butina

How will C&S be assessed?

· all students have to keep a Community and service journal in order to record  their service activities including, dates, description of service/activity they performed and all other necessary information regarding that 
· students should also provide background info, photos, videos, other information about the service they perform including the signature of the person involved in a particular service

· after each activity students should answer the questions from the C&S reflection sheet in order to comment and evaluate their own activities

In order to find out what interests and initiative MYP students might have regarding various C&S activities they are asked to fill in the following questionnaire at the beginning of school year. C&S coordinator will then try to find ways of helping students by contacting various organizations in the local area who might need help in their services. 
At the end of the school year (beginning of June), students have to turn in their C&S journal to the C&S coordinator for assessment.
Is anybody happier because you passed this way?

Does anyone remember that you spoke to him today?

The day is almost over, and its toiling time is through;

Is there anyone to utter a kindly word of you?

Can you say tonight, in parting with the day

that’s slipping fast,

That you have helped a single brother of the many

that you passed?

Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or said?

Does the man whose hopes were fading,

now with courage look ahead?

Did you waste the day, or lose it? Was it well

or sorely spent?

Did you leave a trail of kindness, or a scar of discontent?

As you close your eyes in slumber, do

you think someone will say,

“You have earned tomorrow

by the work you did today?”









-John Hall

Appendix 1 and 2
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COMMUNITY AND SERVICE REFLECTION SHEET 2011/2012
Name of Student: _________________________________ Grade:  ________ 

Project/Activity:  _________________________________ Date:  ________

Goal: ____________________________________________ 

1.  Describe the community and service activity that you performed.
a. What did you do?
b. When did you perform this service?

c. Where did you perform this service?

d. Why did you choose this service?

2.  How did this activity help the community?
3. What did you learn from this activity? 
4. How did the community help you? How did this affect you personally?  
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COMMUNITY AND SERVICE JOURNAL 

FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2011/2012
1. Students are required to complete this form for all activities. 

2. Completed records must be kept in your Community and service journal/folder

3. Fill in all required information below.  Print neatly and clearly.

4. The questions on the reflection sheet must be written in complete sentences.

Name of Student: _______________________________     Grade: _________    

Project/Activity:  ________________________________    Date:  __________

Description of Activity:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location of Activity:  ___________________________________________________________

Date(s) of Activity:  ________________________
 Number of Completed Hours:  ______

Supervisor’s Name:  ________________________________Telephone:  ______________

Supervisor’s Signature:  ________________________________________________________
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COMMUNITY AND SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE 2011/2012
Student: _________________________     

Grade:  _______________



Date: ______________

What activities would you like to do for Community and service this school year?

Activities at school:

1.
2.

Activities outside school:

1. 

2.

Some suggestions:

Activities at school:

· helping in school library and office

· school web-page 

· helping/ tutoring  other students

· participating in various humanitarian activities 

· raising money for a cause

· participating in various short term projects (Peace Day, Earth Day…)
Activities outside the school:

· visiting children in kindergartens and children without family

· visiting elderly people

· visiting and helping disabled people

· eco-projects

· animals friends 

· helping families in the nearby community

· promoting volunteering and its values through education and by making voluntary work possible and accessible to all people

· participating in various humanitarian activities etc.

Describe how you will do this.  Be as specific as possible.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

How much time will you need for these activities?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your expectations?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Students and Parents Signatures

To the Student: 

Please read the first 13 pages of this journal with your parents. Explain to them what you are required to do.  When you have done that, please have them sign below.
Student’s Name: ………………………………………….

Student’s Signature: …………………………………………

To the Parent:

I understand the C&S requirements that my son or daughter must complete. In particular, I understand that participation in Community and service is required and that students will sometimes be required to stay after school and/or weekends.  
I have read and understood the C&S requirements for completing the school year 2011/2012 at XV.GIMNAZIJA, Zagreb, Croatia.  

Parents Name: ……………………………………………

Parent’s Signature: ……………………………………………

Date: ………………………………..
Dear MYP Students, 
Please bring the Community and service Questionnaire with Students and Parents signatures to your C&S coordinator to room M10. 

The deadline is Friday, 21 of September 2011. 
Loreana Selišek Butina, B.A.
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